U.5. 8 ENTERPRISE ASSCCILATION o
Hox ‘-...hv L' f fl |
New Yorik 456, New York

Dear Enterprise ''Shipmate:"

Firsf, I want to thank you for the enthusiasm, support, and encourage-
ment you have go willingly contributed to the campalign to save the '"Big &
for future generations of Americans as an educational Navy Memorial
Museum in our Nation's Capital at Washington, D; C,

Next, I am sure you will want to join me ami all the other membexrs of
the Enterprise Asaociation in ahpresamg cur sincere thanks o our disting-
uished leader, Fleet Admiral Wm. F': H lalsey, U,8, Navy (Rstired) for hisg
most valuable support of our cam;:a:gn.

Shortly after the first of the year, acti.ng on hig doctor's advice to
conserve his energies, Admiral Halsey found it necessary to curtail ox
withdraw from many of his activities, among them his active leadership
and sponsorship of the Enterprise drive,

Admiral Halsey coniribufed perhaps more thau cay other single
iadividual to the Enterprise Campaign, being instrumental in obtaining
unanimous passage of Congrescional legislation, approved by the Fresident
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to transfer the US5 ENTERPRISE ta
the ENTERFRISE Association subject to these conditions, in brief:

" {1} That the Enterprise Association raize sufficient funds to satisfy the |

Secrotary of the Navy of their ability to establich the aircraft
carrier as a memorial in a snitable manner at no expence to the

Government,

{2) That the site chosen for the memorial be mutually agreeable to the
Secretary of the Mavy, the Department of the Intericr, and various
other Government agencies in Washington who are interested in such
prﬂ;gﬂm

{3) That the memorial would be maintained on a non-profit basis with
entrance feeg, ot cetera, to he approved by the Secretary of the
Navy, and

(4) That the conditions set forth by the bill be met within six months
after pasesage, or the Secretary of the Navy may dispose of the ship
ae providad by law. (Note: The Bill, Senate Joint Resolution No., 96,
was signed by the President on 29 August 1957, thus establishing
1 March 1958 as the deadline.)

Progress was made on each of the provisions of the Bill, but, unfortu-
nately; in the matter of raising funds, progress was pot either sufficient,
or sufficiently encouraging, to insure a successful financial showing by the
deadline of 1 March 1958, (Estimated mioney required, at least $i, 000, 000)




After carsfully ard realistically examining the finencial outlook at an
excecutive planning conference of the Enterprise Aseociation, we weluctantly
determined that we must terminate the drive to save thée whole al:q‘.p. Then,
we turned our attention to aléernate plang for 2 suitable and fitliing memorial
io the "Big E' and perpetuating the fighting spirit she represenis,

First, we mei with the Secreétary of the Navy in Washington anil wers
agsured that the first nuclear-powered carrier would be named the "U.E. 8.
ENTERPRISE, " thus nevpetuating the name of this gallant ghip.

Secondly, we met with repregentatives of the beautiful new Navy-

' Marvine Corps Memorial Stadium, now undexr construction ai the United
States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, and are arranging £o have a
part of the bridge and/cr mast of the "Big EV trangporied to Aznapolis and

incorporated into the overall design by the stadium architects. Funds
conéributed to date are being audited and theess, less essential adminig-
tration expensee, are being devuted to this leas cogily type of memorial,

A the Annapolis location, hundreds of thousands of yvearly visitors
will have an opportunity to pay homage to the American fighting spirit
represented by the "Big B" memorial, We understand that the mast will
be the only mast at the stadium to fly the American flag, in itseif a .1tt1ng
tribute to the ENTERPFRISE,"

We hope you will join the many thousands of your lelloww Americans
who have supported the Enterprise Campaign and concur in our selection of
this alternate plan which we feel will result in a most suitable and worthy
maemeorial to a great ship.

Cordially,

BILL: RUBIN,
President,
U.8.5. ENTERPRISE Association



